
WH Questions with Answers PDF File – 
Free Download 
WH questions—who, what, when, where, why, and how—are fundamental tools for asking 
questions and gathering information in English. Understanding how to use them correctly 
improves your communication skills instantly. 

This guide provides clear examples, practical answers, and a free downloadable PDF for easy 
practice. Perfect for students, teachers, and learners at any level who want to master WH 
questions quickly and confidently. 

What Are WH Questions? 
WH questions are interrogative sentences that begin with question words like who, what, when, 
where, why, which, and how to gather specific information. These questions require detailed 
answers rather than simple yes or no responses, making them essential for meaningful 
conversations. 

Examples: 

●​ Who are you? → I am Sarah. 
●​ What is your favorite color? → My favorite color is blue. 
●​ When did you arrive? → I arrived yesterday. 
●​ Where do you live? → I live in New York. 
●​ Why are you studying? → I'm studying to pass my exam. 
●​ How are you feeling? → I'm feeling great, thank you! 

WH Question Words List and Their Meanings 
Each WH question word serves a specific purpose, helping you ask about different types of 
information like people, places, time, reasons, and methods. Understanding what each question 
word asks for makes communication clearer and more effective. 

WH Question 
Word 

Meaning/Purpose Example Question Example Answer 

Who Asks about people or identity Who is your 
teacher? 

Mr. Smith is my 
teacher. 



What Asks about things, actions, or 
information 

What is your name? My name is John. 

When Asks about time or date When is your 
birthday? 

My birthday is in 
June. 

Where Asks about the place or location Where do you live? I live in London. 

Why Asks about the reason or cause Why are you late? I missed the bus. 

Which Asks about the choice between 
options 

Which book do you 
prefer? 

I prefer the red 
one. 

Whose Asks about possession or 
ownership 

Whose bag is this? This is my sister's 
bag. 

How Asks about manner, method, or 
condition 

How are you? I'm fine, thank 
you. 

Types of WH Questions with Examples 
WH questions can be categorized based on what information they seek, making it easier to 
understand when and how to use each type. Learning these categories helps you ask the right 
questions in different situations and conversations. 

Type Question 
Word 

What It Asks 
About 

Example 
Question 

Example 
Answer 

Person Who Identity or people Who is your best 
friend? 

Sarah is my best 
friend. 

Thing/Object What Objects, actions, 
or information 

What are you 
reading? 

I'm reading a 
novel. 

Time When Time, date, or 
moment 

When does the 
class start? 

The class starts 
at 9 AM. 

Place Where Location or 
position 

Where is the 
library? 

The library is on 
Main Street. 

Reason Why Cause, reason, or 
purpose 

Why are you 
crying? 

I'm sad because I 
lost my toy. 

Choice Which Selection between 
options 

Which color do 
you like? 

I like the blue 
one. 



Possession Whose Ownership Whose phone is 
ringing? 

It's my phone. 

Manner/Method How Way, method, or 
condition 

How do you go to 
school? 

I go by bus. 

Quantity How 
many/much 

Amount or number How many books 
do you have? 

I have five books. 

Distance How far Distance How far is your 
house? 

It's 2 kilometers 
away. 

WH Questions Sentence Structure 
Understanding the correct structure of WH questions helps you form grammatically accurate 
questions in different tenses and contexts. The basic pattern changes slightly depending on 
whether you're using auxiliary verbs or the verb "to be." 

Basic Structure Patterns: 

Pattern 1: WH word + Auxiliary Verb + Subject + Main Verb + ...? 

●​ What do you eat for breakfast? 
●​ Where did she go yesterday? 
●​ When will they arrive? 

Pattern 2: WH word + is/am/are/was/were + Subject + ...? 

●​ Who is your teacher? 
●​ Where are you from? 
●​ Why was he angry? 

Pattern 3: WH word + has/have/had + Subject + Past Participle + ...? 

●​ What have you done today? 
●​ Where has she been? 

Pattern 4: WH word as Subject (no auxiliary needed) 

●​ Who called you? (Who is the subject?) 
●​ What happened yesterday? 

WH Questions vs Yes/No Questions 
Understanding the difference between WH questions and Yes/No questions helps you choose 
the right question type based on what information you need. WH questions gather detailed 
information, while Yes/No questions only confirm or deny something. 



WH Questions Yes/No Questions 

Questions that ask for specific 
information 

Questions that can be answered with yes or no 

Start with who, what, when, where, why, 
which, and how 

Start with auxiliary verbs (do, does, did, is, are, 
can, will, etc.) 

Require detailed, specific answers Answered with yes or no (sometimes with a brief 
explanation) 

Where do you live? / What is your name? Do you live in New York? / Is your name John? 

I live in London. / My name is Sarah. Yes, I do. / No, it isn't. 

To gather information and details To confirm or deny facts 

When you need explanations or 
descriptions 

When you need quick confirmation 

Common Mistakes with WH Questions 
Learning to avoid common mistakes helps you form WH questions correctly and sound more 
natural in English. Being aware of these errors improves your grammar accuracy and 
communication confidence. 

Common Mistakes: 

1.​ Wrong word order: ❌ What you are doing? ✅ What are you doing? 
2.​ Missing auxiliary verb: ❌ Where you live? ✅ Where do you live? 
3.​ Using "do/does" with "is/are": ❌ Where does he is? ✅ Where is he? 
4.​ Double auxiliary verbs: ❌ When did you went? ✅ When did you go? 
5.​ Confusing "whose" and "who's": ❌ Who's book is this? ✅ Whose book is this? 
6.​ Wrong question word: ❌ Who is your favorite color? ✅ What is your favorite color? 
7.​ Forgetting the subject after WH word: ❌ Where is? ✅ Where is it? 
8.​ Using wrong tense: ❌ What did you do tomorrow? ✅ What will you do tomorrow? 
9.​ Mixing "how much" and "how many": ❌ How much students are there? ✅ How 

many students are there? 
10.​Incorrect preposition placement: ❌ What are you looking? ✅ What are you looking 

for? 

Tips to avoid mistakes: 

●​ Always use an auxiliary verb (do/does/did) with main verbs in questions 
●​ Remember the correct word order: WH word + auxiliary + subject + main verb 
●​ Use "how many" for countable nouns and "how much" for uncountable nouns 
●​ Practice forming questions in different tenses regularly 
●​ Listen to native speakers and notice how they ask questions 



WH Questions Practice Exercises 
Practicing WH questions through exercises helps you master question formation and build 
confidence in using them correctly. These activities allow you to apply what you've learned and 
identify areas that need more practice. 

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct WH question word 

1.​ _______ is your name? (Answer: My name is Maria.) 
2.​ _______ do you live? (Answer: I live in Chicago.) 
3.​ _______ is your birthday? (Answer: My birthday is in March.) 
4.​ _______ are you studying English? (Answer: Because I want to travel.) 
5.​ _______ is your favorite teacher? (Answer: Mr. Johnson is my favorite.) 
6.​ _______ book is this? (Answer: It's Sarah's book.) 
7.​ _______ do you go to school? (Answer: I go by bus.) 
8.​ _______ color do you prefer, red or blue? (Answer: I prefer blue.) 
9.​ _______ students are in your class? (Answer: There are 25 students.) 
10.​_______ does the movie start? (Answer: It starts at 7 PM.) 

Answer Key: 

1.​ What 
2.​ Where 
3.​ When 
4.​ Why 
5.​ Who 
6.​ Whose 
7.​ How 
8.​ Which 
9.​ How many 
10.​When 

Exercise 2: Correct the mistakes in these WH questions 

1.​ What you are doing? 
2.​ Where she lives? 
3.​ When did you went home? 
4.​ Who's pen is this? 
5.​ How much books do you have? 

Answer Key: 

1.​ What are you doing? 
2.​ Where does she live? 
3.​ When did you go home? 
4.​ Whose pen is this? 
5.​ How many books do you have? 

Conclusion 



At its core, mastering WH questions with answers empowers you to ask clear, meaningful 
questions and communicate effectively in English. This guide provides you with question 
structures, examples, common mistakes, and practice exercises to build your confidence 
quickly. 

Now you have a clear understanding of how to use who, what, when, where, why, and how 
correctly. Download the free PDF for easy reference, practice the exercises regularly, and start 
using WH questions confidently in your daily conversations—you'll see improvement right away. 

FAQ’S 

What are WH questions, and how do I use them correctly? 

WH questions are interrogative sentences starting with who, what, when, where, why, which, 
whose, and how that ask for specific information rather than yes/no answers, requiring detailed 
responses. 

Where can I download a free PDF of WH questions with answers? 

You can download free WH questions with answers PDFs from educational websites, English 
learning platforms, or by searching for "WH questions worksheet PDF free download" online. 

What is the difference between WH questions and yes no questions? 

WH questions ask for detailed information and start with question words like who or what, while 
yes/no questions only require confirmation or denial and start with auxiliary verbs like do, is, or 
can. 

How do you form WH questions in English grammar? 

Form WH questions using this structure: WH word + auxiliary verb + subject + main verb, such 
as "What do you want?" or "Where is she going?" 

What are some common mistakes students make with WH questions? 

Common mistakes include wrong word order (What you are doing?), missing auxiliary verbs 
(Where you live?), and using double auxiliaries (When did you went?). 

Can you give me 10 examples of WH questions with answers? 

Examples include: "Who is your teacher? – Mr. Smith," What is your name? – I'm John," "When 
do you wake up? – At 7 AM," and "Where do you live? – In Boston." 

What is the proper sentence structure for WH questions? 

The proper structure is: WH question word + auxiliary verb (do/does/did/is/are) + subject + main 
verb + remaining words, like "Where does she work?" 



How many WH question words are there in English? 

There are eight main WH question words in English: who, what, when, where, why, which, 
whose, and how (including variations like how many and how much). 

What worksheets help students practice WH questions? 

Fill-in-the-blank exercises, error correction activities, question formation drills, and matching 
questions to answers worksheets help students practice WH questions effectively. 

Why are WH questions important for English learners? 

WH questions are essential because they enable meaningful conversations, help gather 
detailed information, improve communication skills, and are used constantly in daily English 
interactions. 
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